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IRELAND'SPROBLENS
SEEN AT CLOSE RANGE
BY AN AHERICAN

-Sinn Feiners Control, Yet Dare.
Npt Mention the Names of
- Their Directing Heads.

OBEY WITHOUT QUEST!ONING'

“Murders * to Them Are * Kill-
ings Under War Conditions"—
Disorders Coldly Calculated.

WHOLE COUNTRY PROSPERS

Observer Can Find No Economic
Reas_ons for Discontent—* The -
Object Is Patriotic.”

By CHARLES II. GRASTY.

8pecial Correspondence of Tz NEW Yous
. TIMES.
LONDON, Aug. 1.—I am Jjust back
from Ireland, whither I went to gather
: Impressions of the present conditions
there. My mental attitude was im-
partial and I shall’ try to report facts
and opinions as 1 encountered them in
my visit. If in transcribing my notes,
made as T went along, the Sinn Fein
viewpoint stands out less than the oppo-
site one, it is because ** of low visi-
bility’’ on that side of the fence. ’
The Irish Republic is an invisible re-
public. Its supporters are carrying out
& secret program and talking is strictly
against the rules. Most of the people
I met were Sinn Feiners, and they were
all most hospitable and obhgm-r to me
as an Americ:m. No American who
leaves controversial matters severely
alone need have any fears in visiting
Ireland. In fact, the -person of every
American is sacred, for America is now
the chief cornerstone of Sinn Fein hopes.
They shoot pretty freely, but shoot
straight and do not often kill by acci-
dent. A typical Sinn Feinr gunman
would put his own brother out of the
way, if ordered to do so. He would be-
lieve it was necessary for the cause
and would not take his personal grief
to hear{ provided thec victim flrst had.
absolution. ‘

Murder Domesticatod.

In Sinn Fein Ireland murder has be-
come domesticated. Indeed, they do
not consid%&;”if*:ximxﬂet ats all, It is
. I\ming ** ‘Except in cases where ad-
vantage 1Is taken of the general laxl_ty
to nay off personal grudges, the whole
business i{s purely mechanical. In the
minds of Sinn Feiners connected with
this .branch of activity there is a state
of war, and any patriot would shoot
& traftor, in the back or any other por-
tion of his anatomy just as freely as
a French or English soldier would shoot
a German during the war.

In the facec of this, general conditions
in Ireland are peculiarly unfavorable to
the kind of movement which is now at
its high tlde. Irecland is ¢ relatively
prosperous country. The Sinn Feiners
do not admit this, and tell you that in
Dublin there are 20,000 families each
living in a single room. Nevertheless,
Ireland, especially in the rural districts,
Is enjoying conditions which certalnly
have_ not cxxst:.d since the famine of
1846. La.nd. for”which there is a uni-
versal lust, has been divided or is in
process of division on extraordinarﬂ)
favorable terms, and whenever these
terms do not scem sufficlently generbus
to the “ have-nots” the landowners are
compelled to part with their holdings by
methods not usually recognized in
courts of law.

As will appear .later, one of the big
impelling forces in the present movement
is an ifisatiable desire among young men
for land. It is estimated that the num-
ber of young men in Ireland is now about
200,000 above thetnormal. -They did not
g0 to war in large numbers, and were
not allowed to emigrate, and now tliere
is_a-hot scramble among them to get
hold of land. -

‘Catholic Ireland, "W hich is three-fourths
of the whole population, lives- under. pre-
cisely the same British Government as
Northern Ireland, with one-fourth of
the population. The larger per centage of
the three-fourths is chronically discon-
tented and at times rebelllous. About
the same percentage of the Belfast dis-
trict, composed of the two .counties of
Antrim and Down, and a lesser propor-
tion of four.of the other seven counties
of Dlst.er are reasonably prosperous and
happy under these same laws and their
administration. .

Purpose in Tlster's I:o.v,'n.lt.v.

If Catholic Ireland had the same char-
acter and temperament us Protestant
Ireland, and had accepted in-the same
way British rule, Ireiand would -proba-
bly long ago have become one of the
mmost prosperous communities in  the
world. But British rule does not suit
the Irish for reasons of thelr own.
Every concessi.on on the part of Britain’
_has .been made the stepping-stone for
new demands. As some one has put {t,
Southern Ireland’'s attitude seems to be:
** * Caresses have thelr -charms,’ says
the mastiff in the fable, * but the chain
is there still.” ”’

Ulster accepts the rule that the rest of .
Ireland despises, works-under it, prospers
under it, and seems to be as happy as
tho Ilimitations of that dour Scottish
breed permit. Ulster plays for all it is
worth her devotion to the Union, but
in my visit there I formed the impres-
sion that the 'love of Britain was less
potent with them thian fear and. hate of
Catholic lreland and apprehension. of
the results that would {ollow- Dubl(n‘
rule.” * |
it is clear, thcreforc. that the dema.nd
for independence is not due to the. causas
which usua.lly set off exp!oswe popular

Contlnned on Page Two.'
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movements. There i3 neither general
poverty nor dire‘oppression. Losses of
life in the late war were not suffered
to any ruinous extent by the eleinent
now rebelling. On the other hand, war
profits, mainly drawn from agriculturs,
were large. :

At the time of the open rebellion at
Easter, 1816, which was the genesis of
the present big movement, none of those
conditions seamed to exist which ordi-
narily arouse passions and invite rebél-
lion. The Home Rule act had been
passed and was on the statute books, to
Le put into effect after the war. Re-
sponse to the call for voluntary enligt-
ment had been meagre, popular senti-
ment was largely pro-German, and con-
scription was impossible. Britain was
facing almost insuperable difficulties in
the World War. There was the olq,
undying hatred of her, but it was latent.

How Rcbel Calculations Succeeded.

I found in Ir_'eland an almost universal
opinion that the organizers of the pres-
ent movement saw in thesé conditions
the long-awalited opportunity to strike
for Irish freedom and went d-a'libera.tely
to work to produce the necessary fer-
ment throughout the country. What was
lacking wag some fresh action on the
part of the British Government that
would set aflame the smoldering antag-
onism.

This was a new .method of calculated
planning in.Irish rebellions. Plans were
made -carefully and .cold-bloodediy and
systematically carried out. The objéct
was to draw the  Government, never
tactful nor wise in handling Ireland,
and now -sorely perplexed bg its war
difficulties, into some stupid blundering

‘this omnipotent secret power.

wiifch, to the Irish, would wear the
aspect of Britlsh tyranny and thus
rouse the people to action.

If, as is belleved. this was the pur-
pose for which the rebellion of 1916
was launched, it succeeded almost be-
yond their expectdations. It is un-
doubtedly true that those who engaged
in that rebellion were boys and young
men brought in from the country to
Dubiin, who had not the slightest idca
up to the last moment of what they had
come for. It seems clear that there
was no notion in the minds. of the lead-
ers of immediate success of the rebellion
as such, but they got what they wanted.

A seriés of blunders by the deeply
preoccupied Govermment in London sup-
plied the needed ‘issue of fresh tyranny,
and from that time on the Republican
movement has grown in extent and in-
tensity.

Like methods have been pursued,con-
sistently ever since. Power has been
concentrated in the hands of a few men,
and nobgdy can be certain who these
men are.” Invisibllity is strictly main-
tained. Every move bears the stamp of
cold calculation and well considered
planning. . At last Irish politics is con-
trolled by an organisation on the gen-
eral lines of Tammany Hall.

Dare Not Mention Names.

I noticed in Dublin that no . one dared
to mention names in connection with
e Every-
body knows and discusses the nominal
heads like De Valera, the\ figurehead
* President,”” and Arthur ' Griffith,
‘* Vice President and acting President.”
It is known that there is a Dail Eireann,
who the members are of this Irish
Parliament, that they Thave their
secret meetings and that there is anp
active going Ministry.

Everybody,  regardless  of religion and
politics, lives in 2 state of mental servi-
tude so far as .the program of killing
is concerned. Men are dragged from
street cars.in the centre of Dublin and
shot to death. No passenger on the
car, nobody in the crowded street, will
move & hand t(_) Interfere, Not_ one

will go near the vietim or inform the
police or give testirhony in cdourt. Al
clemental fnstincts are paralyzed by the
certainty of punishment that will be
vigited upon any act that might ocom-
promise ihe seécricy and efficienhcy of
the program now being put into effeot,

Executives of the organization give nn
order; it reaches ‘those jvho dre to carry
it out through channels far remove:d
from the source, and the thing desired
is done with rmechanical sureness. .

Nothing suscceeds like success, What
is ordinarily called inoral szense is in a
state of stupefaction and there iz littie
andible nrotest. .

Members of | the constabuiaty and
others are marked for destruction in
accordance to their value to the Gov-
ernment and with an eye to, ‘* gotting
the nerve'’ of the whole body of_ the
police’ and bringing home everywhére
a realization that resistance mcans sure
and swift punishment.

How Assassingtion Is Defended.

The constabulary aré nearly all
Catholies, but that ‘makes it worse for
them because they are regarded as
traitors. ‘“We are at war for our
country,” runs the argument, ‘ and
traitors must be disposed of without
mercy.”’ ’

The deadly efficiency with which the
program ‘is executed, with hardly a
single setbAck from the British Gov-
ernment, has had the effect reckoned
upon by the leaders of the movement.
There is a temporary suspension of
moral forces which usually check such
methods.

Nobody will or can specifically de-
fend shooting in the back, but one hears

in <highly respectable gquarters that
while the méthods are violent and
brutal the object is patriotic. This is

war, and war is always hell, they say.

And so the movement has progressed

and thrived from week to week.
stronger now than ever.
constantly being drawn into the 8inn
Fein ranks and mahy originhally antag-
onistic are becoming neutral.

The. Catholic hierarchy and priests,
who were at first aghast at the violence,
are less and less outspoken in condemn-
ing it, and when they do speak their
condemnation- is more general and
ecquivocal.

1 have roughly outlined .the state to
which Ireland has been brought, but
before &  balanced judgment can be
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Neutrals arée:
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formed on the gituation there are other
matters to be considered. What shall
hoe said of the Dritish Government, which
has permitted things to go from bad to

worse? 17 one s2archesg for oxcuses
there are plenty of them. Liloyd George's
lm!itical difficnltios at home arae of a
kind to enf2eble him in dealing with
Irisnh conditions.  If he adonted strong

meagures, it may be doubtful whether
he could hold together the parliamentary
goilition upon which he depends for his
efficial existencs.  Thers are so many
and such confileling opinious _on Irish
settlament’” that any Home Rule bill
seéms sure to be reducad to impotence
by digcussion and compromise,

Suppresgsion by force i8 a policy re-
pugnant to the Priine Minister's in-
stincis, as it is to the Instincts of the
general Britich public. And so there
has been the npolicy of drifting. If there
had been nothing élse to do hut handle
Ireland, Downing Street would probably
have handled it. But probably no Prime
Minister in history had ever been con-
fronted at one time with so many dan-
gers and perplexities. It is not alone
in Ireland that the British Empire is
threatencd. It is threatened in the Neay
East and India. Thera are signs of con-
flict and difference of opinion and in-
terest between Britain and its closest
ally. France. There is the question
involving inevitable différences of how
to bring the war to an end and set
Turope again en the path of industr
and prosperity, and the chief responsf-
bility for this solution lies’ with the
British Prime Minister.

These are but the chief burdens which
rést upon the shoulders of the man who
has been carrying greater resgpoasibili-
ties for a longer time than any other
Government head.. For four years there
has not been a single moment when a
serious mistake by him might not have
meant disaster and ruin to his own
country and to the world. But the fact:
remains that the Irish situation has been
neglected and mishandled and oppor-
tnnities for settlement wasted. . Lilovd
George has recently, in the labor situa-
tion presented to him as a part of the
Irish quesalon, boldly asserted the chare
acter in which he has in so many other
things shown in the last four years that
he is at home and can be strong. From
this startinf point he may find his way
to the solution of the present problems
in Ireland. : . .

This is Lhe first of a serics of articics
by Mvy. Grasty on Ireland. The second
will be published tomorrow and others
on Monday and Tucsday.



